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Abstract

This research aims to find out students' reading comprehension abilities before and after
being taught using the Merdeka Menagajar Platform. This study used a one-group pretest-
posttest design. There isn't any control group. Researchers give pre-tests to students, and
then researchers give students treatment of reading comprehension using the Merdeka
Mengajar Platform. The sample of this research was seventh-grade students of UPTD
SMPN 19 Barru, a total of 21 students. The results show that the average pre-test score
of seventh-grade students at UPTD SMPN 19 Barru experienced a significant increase in
the post-test after being taught using the Merdeka Mengajar Platform on treatment. The
average student score in reading comprehension on the pre-test was 55.00 and on the post-
test was 84.29. So there is an increase in students' reading comprehension. This study
shows the value of the t-test is higher than t-table values (14,496 >2.09302). The results
of the t-test calculation of student learning before and after being taught using the
Merdeka Mengajar platform are greater than the t-table. Can it be concluded that the null
hypothesis (HO) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis (H1) is accepted? Researchers
concluded that the use of the Merdeka Mengajar platform is a learning method that can
improve reading comprehension ability in learning English.
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Introduction

The Era of Digitization, often known as the Modern Era, has arrived in Indonesian
education (Sudarmo et al., 2021). In the current era of digitalization, there has been a
decrease in the use of physical books due to the existence of E-books (Digital Books),
and there is also a platform issued by the government, especially for teachers and school
principals, this platform is the independent teaching platform or abbreviated as PMM
(Kemdikbud-Ristekdikti., 2022). Learning and teaching are no longer monotonous or
only one way (central teacher).

English as an international language gives access and connection for each human
issue to have a good future career within the digital era. It is simple that the 5.0 Revolution
will come because the majority are already using technology as an everyday necessity
(Siregar & Mustomi, 2022). It has become clear from a variety of technologically
enhanced learning frameworks and resources that educational practices need to be
updated and developed. However, it is vital to conduct study on the use of technology in
education (Rauf et al., 2023).

The existence of technology itself should be incorporated into the learning process
with the goal that students have the understanding to face the Fourth Business Revolution
(Ghory & Ghafory, 2021). But the reality is that most students particularly in Indonesia,
still have difficulty learning English as their foreign language. This is essentially due to
the fact that books and teachers are the most effective principal sources to help students'
English learning (Barus et al., 2021).

At the beginning of the student's acquaintance style observation, it was seen that
students were permitted to bring mobile phones (Smartphones) into class, in accordance
with the teacher's assumptions (Tasks et al., 2021). However, while mobile technology is
allowed in schools, it poses a challenge because most pupils are not proficient cell phone
users. As a result, the findings of the UNESCO research suggest that reading on mobile
technology shares approaches with mobile phones that are useful for enhancing language
acquisition in settings where literacy levels, including reading, are still low (Al-Ansi et
al., 2021). In order to solve reading comprehension, the researcher makes use of a
Merdeka Mengajar platform.

Reading as the principal attention of education is on the heart of all formal learning
skills. students' achievement or failure in reading comprehension resonates the course of
the rest in their future lives (Shintia et al., 2021). Reading also permits students to
advantage information, knowledge, and skills they need existence. The quality of reading
abilties has a strong impact on English proficiency. The more students have reading
comprehension, the more they will be open to new worlds, increase their vocabulary,
develop language, and get used to various writing patterns (Ahmad Baageel, 2020).

In Indonesia, reading comprehension is stated in Permendikbud No. 59 of 2014.
that is also intently related to the 2013 Curriculum which has been implemented most
schools in Indonesia. Contents of Permendikbud No. 59 of 2014 gives three principal
components of being able and capable of reading. First is the understanding of social
function, which refers to feature of the text in a social context or real life. the second is
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understanding the structure of the text which focuses on how the facts in written texts are
prepared. The latter is the information of the linguistic factors referred to as linguistic
factors that support the meaning of the possibility for the development of the internet and
technology to become a momentum for learning independence. because it could hack into
an inflexible or non-liberating education system (Fadhil, 2020).

Reading motivation is essential for improving reading comprehension (Kusdemir
& Bulut, 2018). Since they will pay attention and manage their time well during
instruction and learning, motivated learners are more likely to engage in learning
activities that will help them learn and accomplish their learning goals. So, in order to
finish reading comprehension, reading motivation is essential (Yu et al., 2018). Teachers
should provide a dynamic and enjoyable learning environment for all students by
including students in the teaching and learning process (Dornyei & Muir, 2019). The
teacher must encourage students to read more while also fostering a fun learning
atmosphere (A. D. Wardani et al., 2020).

The Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) results show that 70%
of students aged 15 years are below the minimum competence in understanding simple
reading. This PISA score has not experienced a significant increase in the last ten to
fifteen years. The study shows large disparities between regions and socio-economic
groups in terms of the quality of learning. This is exacerbated by the COVID-19
pandemic.

To overcome this, the Ministry of Education and Culture simplified the curriculum
under special conditions (emergency curriculum) to mitigate learning loss during the
pandemic. The effectiveness of the curriculum in special conditions reinforces the
importance of changes in curriculum design and implementation strategies in a more
comprehensive manner. In the recovery of learning, schools are now given the freedom
to determine which curriculum to choose: 1) the full K13 curriculum, 2) the emergency
curriculum, namely the simplified K13 curriculum, 3) the independent curriculum.

Based on observations made by researchers at UPTD SMP Negeri 19 Barru, the
learning outcomes of seventh grade students were not optimal. This can be seen from the
average daily test scores of seventh grade students in semester 2 of the 2022/2023 school
year, currently there are still many students who have not reached the minimum
completeness criteria (KKM) score limit, whose score is 70 because grade VI junior high
school students are still beginners. in knowing English, vocabulary is still lacking,
causing students to feel confused and not interested in learning, especially in reading
material. As a result, almost all students' reading comprehension scores on every
assessment made by the English teacher are still very low. seen from the KKM or
abbreviated KKM determined by the teacher, which is 70, but the average student
assessment results are still below the KKM of around 57 because seventh-grade students
lack interest, lack concentration and focus, and lack mastery of strategies and methods of
understanding language texts English, reduced vocabulary mastery, and the habit of
reading English texts is not formed, causing the dominant students to have difficulty
understanding English texts. On the other hand, a lack of understanding of grammar, and
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good reading habits are not formed. Therefore, researchers want to conduct research at
the UPTD school of SMP Negeri 19 Barru as a guide so that schools that implement an
independent curriculum can use. Therefore, researchers want to conduct research at the
UPTD SMP Negeri 19 Barru school as a guide for schools that implement an independent
curriculum can use the Merdeka Mengajar platform application to conduct reading
comprehension research as a learning tool for the learning process in class. The purpose
of this study was to determine students' ability to read comprehension after using the
Merdeka Mengajar platform in seventh grade at UPTD SMPN 19 Barru

The Merdeka Mengajar Platform encourages teachers to continue working and
provides a platform for sharing good practices (B. G. P. Wardani, 2022). Another feature
is work, where this feature is to provide "Proof of Work" which is best practice from the
results of learning implementation, especially related to best practice learning in the
Independent Curriculum, teachers and education staff can build portfolios of their work
so that they can share inspiration and collaborate so that teachers can forward together.

The Merdeka Mengajar Platform that was developed is expected to be a friend for
teachers in implementing the Independent Curriculum with a spirit of collaboration and
sharing (Kemdikbud-Ristekdikti., 2022). The contents developed by the Ministry of
Education and Culture provide more understanding during implementation and learning
in educational units that have participated in the Implementation of the Independent
Curriculum.

However, learning English in reading comprehension using the Merdeka Mengajar
Platform will be carried out by research at UPTD SMP Negeri 19 Barru. Therefore,
researchers will conduct a study about the effectiveness of Merdeka Mengajar Platform
towards the Learning of English Reading Comprehension as the Implementation of
Independent Curriculum at the UPTD SMPN 19 Barru

Literature Review

Reading

Reading is a technique that allows us to view a collection of written symbols
(letters, punctuation, and spaces) and understand their meaning before converting them
into words, phrases, and paragraphs that explain something to us and help us determine
the main topic and ideas included in the reading. According to (Gurning & Siregar, 2017)
Reading is one of skills in English to make the people get an information from what they
read, and information from a text, it needs a thinking process in order to be able to reach
the comprehension. But some of people argue that reading some article or textbook is
easy but read with comprehension is more difficult (Ajideh, 2006; Ayu & Indrawati,
2019; Education, 2023; Gilbert & Holmes, 1955). Actually, Reading skill is very
important for students such as; the students can get information from they read, the
students can add their knowledge, students can enlarge the way of their thinking by
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reading any text (Okkinga et al., 2018). So, the students should have skill in reading to
add their information and enrich their knowledge.
Reading comprehension is the ability to understand what is contained in the text
and know its meaning clearly.According to (Vieira, 1986) reading comprehension is a
developmental skill in ascribing idea beginning at the word level and proceeding to
attaching meaning to an entire reading selection.
According to (Grade & Stoller, 2002), the purpose of reading are:
1. Reading for general understanding
Reading for general understanding is the most basic purpose for reading.
Reading for general understanding is also found as the most complex than it
commonly assumed.
2. Reading to search for simple information
Reading to search for information is a common reading ability. The reader
only read the surface to look for the simple information without must think the
material deeply. In reading to search, the reader typically scans the text for a specific
piece of information or a specific word. So, it can be said that reading to search is
useful for the readers to find as well as to figure out the information needed by
scanning and skimming the text.
3. Reading to learn from the text
Reading to learn typically occurs in academic and professional context in
which a person needs to learn a considerable amount of information from a text.
4. Reading to integrate information, write and critique text
Reading to integrate information requires additional decisions about the relative
importance of complementary, mutually supporting, or conflicting information and
the likely restructuring of a rhetorical frame to accommodate information from
multiple resources.
5. Teaching Reading Comprehension
In reading there are namely predicting, skimming, scanning, inffering guessing of
new words, self monitoring (Wu & Liu, 2019).

Merdeka Mengajar Platform

A view of the Merdeka Mengajar platform from (Kemdikbud-Ristekdikti., 2022)
.The use of technology in the classroom is now widespread and is proving to be profitable
for educational institutions. Teachers who specialize in teaching English as a second
language (ELT) rely on a variety of technical tools that have changed traditional chalk-
and-board sessions into current Information and Communication Technology (ICT)-
based programs.

The independent curriculum according to (Kemdikbud-Ristekdikti., 2022) has
undergone a number of improvements to the curriculum structure, according to Education
in Indonesia. Government initiatives to make it better include altering and offering
innovative curricula. The KTSP/2006 Curriculum, the 2013 Curriculum, and the Freedom
to Learn Curriculum are a few of them. The 2013 curriculum has been implemented
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starting from the 2013/2014 school year (Bebasari et al., 2022). Early application is
carried out, especially in schools that already have A accreditation. The implementation
of the 2013 Curriculum at the SMA/SMK/MA level is certainly very suitable because the
curriculum designed contains effective, innovative, creative values, and can explore the
potential and interests of students in learning (Jaedun et al., 2014).

Freedom to learn is a policy of the Ministry of Education and Culture of the
Republic of Indonesia (Christanti & Sukoco, 2022). The Independent Curriculum is
applied with the aim of training students' independence in thinking (Kharismawan et al.,
2018). The most important core of freedom of thought is addressed to the teacher
(Henriksen et al., 2020). If the teacher in teaching is not independent in teaching, of
course, the students are also not free in thinking.

Studies about the use platform in learning English reading comprehension have
been conducted by some researchers. The study found is the study conducted by Priyanti
et al., (2019) found that platform Quizizz that affected students' reading comprehension.
The study found is the study conducted by (Kim, 2020) The purpose of this study is to
investigate the effect of real-time remote video instruction using Zoom on learners’
English reading achievement. The study also sought to identify the efficiency of Zoom
video lectures and consider supplementing them by surveying learners’ opinions and
satisfaction regarding Zoom video lectures. To this end, control and experimental groups
were set up, and two achievement tests and a questionnaire were conducted. The study’s
results demonstrated that Zoom video lectures positively affect learners’ English reading
achievement.

All previous studies above conducted research about using platform in teaching
reading comprehension, which also will conduct research about using platform in
teaching reading comprehension. However, the differences between this present research
and previous research are the subject of the research and the learning tool used in this
research. The previous research was done in online learning at home while this present
research will conduct research by offline learning but in the classroom using online
learning an independent teaching platform for teaching reading comprehension.

Research Method

The authors of this study employed quantitative research methodologies, which are
described by the research design. Quantitative research, defined by Sugiyono (2017), is
"a research method based on the positivist philosophy, used to examine specific
populations or samples, collecting data using research instruments, data analysis is
quantitative or statistical, with the aim of testing established hypotheses." Because only
positive facts discovered during the research process are used, this type of study is known
as positivistic research.

Researchers employed a one-group pretest-posttest strategy in this investigation.
Three phases are often involved in a one group pretest-posttest design, according to (Chan
& Holosko, 2020) delivering a pretest to measure the dependent variable, applying an
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experimental treatment to the study, and then giving a post-test to evaluate the dependent
variable are all steps in the research process. By comparing pre-and post-test results, the
change brought about by the application of the experimental treatment is assessed.

There is no control group in the design of this study. Students take a pre-test from
researchers before receiving reading instruction through the Merdeka Mengajar Platform
program. The study's post-test was administered to participants after receiving treatment.
This research was conducted at UPTD SMP Negeri 19 Barru which was carried out in the
even semester of 2022/2023 on reading material about fables. The study was conducted
for 2 weeks, with the order of giving a pretest, treatment, and posttest.

The population of this research had been students of class VII UPTD SMPN 19
Barru. Thestudents were taken as the population of this study because they were given
low scores in reading based on the consequences of the midterm exam from the
English teacher. The number of seventh- grade students was 21 students .The sample is a
small group to be analyzed taken from a population (Belay Zerga, 2016). The researcher
used VII.1 class as the sample of this research. The total of this class are 21 students.

Instruments have an important feature in this research. The instrument is one of the
essential steps in conducting this research. An instrument is a tool or facility utilized by
researchers. Therefore, researchers ought to select several instruments in the data
collection process. An instrument is a tool to accumulate data needed in research. The
instrument in this study is reading comprehension test that goals to measure students'
reading comprehension and the progress of reading to measure rubrics for reading skill
and the motivation using a questionnaire, (Sofyan et al., 2020) The reading
comprehension test is used to measure students' reading comprehension of the material
given, rubrics for reading used to measure progress reading , and a questionnaire is used
to measure the motivation of students (Chaiprasurt, 2019).

In this research, there are 2 variables, namely the independent variable and the
dependent variable. The variables in this study are:Independent variable: Independent
variables are variables that influence or cause change. The independent variable in this
research is the effectiveness of the merdeka mengajar platform. Dependent variable: The
dependent variable is the factors that arise as a result of the independent variable. The
dependent variable in this study is the student’s ability to read comprehension

Data collection techniques used are test techniques. Data collection using test
techniques in this study was carried out twice, namely pretest and posttest. Pretest is done
before learning is given. Posttest is done after learning is given. Reading comprehension
test is administered using the SPSS statistical 27, which increases its accuracy in
determining of the students' reading comprehension . Two categories of statistics are
employed, namely: Inferential statistics consisted of three tests, i.e. test of normality, test
of homogeneity, and test of hypothesis. Before conducting the hypothesis, the researcher
applied a pre-analysis test, namely a test of normality and a test of homogeneity. Test of
the hypothesis was used to answer the research hypothesis that dealt with the significant
difference in reading comprehension achievement between the seventh-grade students of
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UPTD SMPN 19 Barru who were taught by using merdeka mengajar platform It is clearly
explained below.
a.  Pre-Analysis test
1) Test of normality
This test is aimed at analyzing whether the data will meet normal distribution or
not. The writer employed the Kolmogorov-Smirnov formula.
Dmaximum {FO0 (x) — SN (x)] (Siegel, 1997)
In which:
D = normality of the test
FO = the observed cumulative frequency
SN = the expected commutative frequency
2. Test of Homogeneity
The test of homogeneity was used to analyze whether the population of the scores
was homogeneous or not. The F-test formula was employed as follows.
Fobs = S? Between
S? within ( Hatch and Farhady (1982:130)

In which:
S2 within = Error variability or within—group variance
S? between = Error variability + treatment effect or between—group variance.
3. Test of Hypothesis
Test of Hypothesis was used to show whether the hypothesis of this study was
accepted or not. The criteria for the hypothesis testing is a follows:
Table 3.3 Hypothesis Testing

Comparison Hypothesis

HO H1
t-test < t-table Accepted Rejected
t-test >t-table Rejected Accepted

The table above mean that :

(1) The t-test value is smaller than t-table value, the null hypothesis is accepted,
while the alternative hypothesis is rejected.

(2)  the t-test value is equal to greater than t-table value, the null hypothesis is
rejected while the alternative is accepted.

Findings and Discussion

Students' reading comprehension ability before and after being taught by using the
merdeka mengajar platform. The descriptive data of students’ score of reading from the
experimental class based on the pre-test and post-test as follows: The pre-test
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and post-test scores of the experimental class consisted of 21 seventh-grade students of

UPTD SMPN 19 Barru.
Table 4.1 Descriptive Data of Pre-test and Post-test
Experimental Class( VI1.1)

Statistics
Pretest_Eksperi Posttest_Eksperi
ment ment

Valid 21 21

N Missi 0 0
ng
Mean 55.00 84.29
Std. Error of 1,082 1,629
Mean

Median 55.00 85.00
Mode 55 85?
Std. Deviation 9.083 7.464
Variance 82.500 55.714
Range 30 25
Minimum 40 70
Maximum 70 95
Sum 1155 1770
a. Multiple modes exist. The smallest value is shown

The result showed that the pre-test had a Sum of data 1155. The lowest score on
the pre-test was 40 and the highest score was 70. The mean of data was 55.00. and the
result showed that the post-test had a Sum of data 1770. The lowest score on the post-test
was 70 and the highest score was 95. The mean of data was 84.29.

Thus, it can be concluded that the result of the pre-test had Sum 1155 and the post-
test was 1770. Moreover, the mean of the pre-test was 55.00 and the post-test was 84.29
It can be concluded that the gained score between the pre-test and post-test was 615 and
the gained mean score was 29.29.
a. Analysis inferential
1. Normality Test
a. Pretest Normality Test
The normality test was carried out whether the data from the pretest results of the
experimental group and the control group were normally distributed or not. In this study,
researchers used the help of SPSS 27 for Windows in calculating the normality test of
pretest results which functioned to determine whether the distribution of data was
normally distributed or not. Data normality test uses the Kolmogorov-Smirnov method.
The requirement for a data to be normally distributed is if the significance or value of p
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> (0.05. The results of the pretest data normality test from the two research samples can
be presented in the following table:
Table 4.3
The result of Pretest Normality test

Tests of Normality

Kolmogorov-Smirnov? Shapiro-Wilk
Class Statistic df  Sig. Statistic df Sig.
Value Pretest 167 21 131 .930 21 137

Eksperiment

Lilliefors Significance Correction

Based on the results of the data normality test above, it shows that the pretest result
of the experimental class is 0.131 significant. This shows that the data is normally
distributed because the significance is 0.131 > 0.05. So it can be concluded that the
pretest results of the experimental class normally distributed.

b. Posttest Normality Test

The posttest data normality test was also carried out to find out whether the data
was normally distributed or not. In this study, researchers used SPSS 27 for windows to
calculate the posttest results normality test which serves to determine whether the
distribution of data is normally distributed or not. Data normality test uses the
Kolmogorov-Smirnov method. The condition of a data is said to be normally distributed
if it is significant or the value of p > 0.05. Posttest data normality test results from the two
study sample groups can be presented in the following table:

Table 4.4
The result of Posttest Normality Test

Tests of Normality

Class Kolmogorov-Smirnov? Shapiro-Wilk
Statistic | df Sig. Statistic df Sig.
Posttest 159 | 21| 177 930 | 21 135
Value Experiment

Lilliefors Significance Correction

Based on the results of the data normality test above shows that the post-test results
for the experimental class are significant at 0.177 with Kolmogorov -Smirnov. This shows
that the data is normally distributed because the significance is 0.177 > 0.05. So it can be
concluded that the post-test results of both the experimental class normally distributed.
2. Homogeneity Test

Homogeneity test was carried out to find out the results of the experimental class.
The data to be tested for homogeneity are the data from the pretest and posttest results of
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the experimental class The decision making criterion is if the significance is more than
0.05. This analysis uses the SPSS 27 for windows program.
Table 4.5
Homogeneity Test Results

Tests of Homogeneity of Variances
Levene .
Statistic dfl df2 Sig.
Based on Mean 483 1 40 491
Based on Median .620 1 40 436
valu | Based on Medianand | .620
e | with adjusted df 1 38372 | 436
Based on trimmed 521 1 40 475
mean

Based on the results of the data homogeneity test above, it shows that the Based on Mean
significance level is 0.491. So with the results of the homogeneity test above it can be
concluded that the variances of the experimental class is homogeneous because 0.491 >
0.05.
3. Hypothesis Test

Testing the hypothesis using the t test aims to determine whether there is the
students' reading comprehension ability before and after being taught by using merdeka
belajar platform. Data analysis by t test using the SPSS 27 for Windows program, namely
Paired Samples Test.

Table 4.6
Paired Samples Test

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences t Df S'.g' (2-
tailed)
Std 95% Confidence
Std. j Interval of the
Mean . .. _|Error .
Deviation Difference
Mean

Lower |Upper

Pair 1 |Before
Treatment -
After
Treatment

-29.286 (9.258 2.020 -33.500 |-25.071 |-14.496 20 |.000

The criterion for testing the hypothesis is if the significance of the t test > 0.05 then
HO is accepted and H1 is rejected if the significance of the t test <0.05 then HO is rejected
or H1 is accepted. Apart from looking at the results of its significance, the t test is also
seen from the calculation results of t count and t table. If t count is greater than t table
then HO is rejected or H1 is accepted and if t count is less than t table then HO is accepted
and H1 is rejected. The table below is the result of testing the pretest and posttest research
hypotheses in the experimental class.
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Table 4.7
The result of Hypothesis Test
Statistics Prettest Posttest
Experiment
N 21 21
Mean 55 84,29
df 20
Tcount 14.496
Ttable 2,093
Sig (2- 0.000
tailed)
Conclusion Ho rejected

Based on the table above, a tcount of 14.496 is obtained with a significance level
of 5%, a ttable of 2,093 is obtained. The decision criteria are if tcount < ttable, then HO is
accepted and H1 is rejected, and if tcount > ttable, then HO is rejected and H1 is accepted.
Because tcount 14.496 > 2.093 then HO is rejected and H1 is accepted. This means that
there is a significant the students' reading comprehension ability before and after being
taught by using of the merdeka mengajar platform in the seventh grade UPTD SMPN 19
Barru

The average score on the pretest may be used to determine how well the Merdeka
Mengajar Platform is working to improve student's reading comprehension abilities in
English learning. On the pretest, student English instruction performed low. The reading
test has a 60-minute time limit for students. The reading test performed by students is
evaluated by the teacher. This demonstrates that students were unable to clearly
communicate their thoughts in both the reading and the replies. Their initial responses
were really bad. The students still struggle with reading comprehension. It is clear that
the student's responses have nothing to do with the reading assessment. Without
understanding what the text means, they simply accept it. As a result, individuals have
trouble understanding the reading material, which causes their reading outcomes to fall
well short of expectations. considering the 55.00 pre-test average.

After taking the reading exam, students' reading comprehension was still
inadequate, as evidenced by the pre-test. As a result, after obtaining instruction from the
teacher, students can enhance their reading comprehension abilities using the Merdeka
Mengajar platform. he post-test only contained fable-related information, yet the
outcomes of their English acquisition were excellent. Students have 60 minutes to do their
assignments. SPSS 27 was used to organize and assess the students' worksheets. Students'
reading comprehension after studying English showed various improvements after
receiving treatment.
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The post-test research revealed an improvement in the student's reading
comprehension scores for learning the English language, which was 84.29 (Good). The
experimental class's average score between the pretest and posttest was 29.29. as can also
be seen from the significant findings, which generated a t-count of 14.496 and a t-table
of 2.093 at a significance level of 5%. The selection criterion is that HO is accepted and
H1 is rejected if t-count > ttable, while HO is rejected and H1 is accepted if tcount > ttable.
HO is rejected while H1 is allowed since the t-count is 14.496 > 2.093. In the seventh
grade of UPTD SMPN 19 Barru, this indicates that there is a considerable difference in
students' reading comprehension abilities before and after being taught via an independent
teaching platform. This leads us to the conclusion that implementing the Merdeka
Mengajar platform to teach English is a wise decision. From this platform, we can assess
how much students' reading abilities have improved after doing a pretest and posttest.

The findings indicate that students' reading comprehension has improved to the
point that they may now receive high scores after previously receiving low ones. In
conclusion, the Merdeka Mengajar platform offers several advantages to teachers,
administrators, and students together. This Merdeka Mengajar Platform allows educators
to evaluate students' reading comprehension abilities. Additionally, this platform makes
it simpler for them to comprehend the information presented by students. The Merdeka
Mengajar Platform may be utilized everywhere and at any time since it is simple for
teachers to use in the classroom learning process. All they have to do is download the
platform on their laptop or smartphone. Because the platform offers strong features and
performance to support English, this application may be a useful teaching tool for
teachers.

In line with the findings, Wijaya (2022) stated that the use of the merdeka mengajar
platform show changes and effect on homogeneous learning outcomes. The results of the
conclusions obtained indicate that there is an effect of using the merdeka mengajar
platform before and after the test. Based on the research of Asmara et al., (2022), Kim,
(2020), and Wijaya & Marini, (2022), students' reading ability using other learning media
such as Quiziz, Zoom and video. shows an increase in reading ability. Therefore, it is
revealed that the ideal platform application can improve students' reading comprehension.

Conclusion

Students' reading comprehension ability before and after using the Merdeka Mengajar
platform in seventh grade UPTD SMPN 19 Barru from the pretest with an average score
of 55.00 after processing the data the average posttest score obtained in the experimental
class was 84.29. So it can be concluded that the posttest results of the experimental class
that was given the treatment showed an increase in scores from the previous pretest
results. So it can be seen that there is a significant difference in students' reading
comprehension.before and after the use of merdeka mengajar platform . Can be proven
by t-count value (14.496) is higher than t-table value (2.093). so that it has been proven
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that there is an effectiveness of using the merdeka mengajar platform for learning reading
comprehension in class VII UPTD SMPN 19 Barru.

References

Ahmad Baageel, N. (2020). Improving Student Motivation and Attitudes in Learning
English as a Second Language; Literature as Pleasurable Reading: Applying
Garner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences and Krashen’s Filter Hypothesis. Arab
World English Journal For Translation and Literary Studies, 4(1), 37-51.
https://doi.org/10.24093/awejtls/vol4nol.4

Ajideh, P. (2006). Schema—theory Based Considerations on Pre-reading Activities in ESP
Textbooks. The Asian EFL Journal, 16(November), 1-19.

Ayu, M., & Indrawati, R. (2019). EFL Textbook Evaluation: The Analysis of Tasks
Presented in English Textbook. Teknosastik, 16(1), 21.
https://doi.org/10.33365/ts.v16i1.87

Barus, I. R. G., Simanjuntak, M. B., & Resmayasari, I. (2021). Reading Literacies through
Evieta-Based Learning Material: Students’ perceptios (Study Case Taken from
Vocational School-IPB University). Journal of Advanced English Studies, 4(1), 15—
20.

Bebasari, M., Nelwatri, H., Sandra, R., Gistituati, N., & Bentri, A. (2022). Analysis of
2013 Curriculum Implementation in Elementary Schools. Bisma The Journal of
Counseling, 6(1), 66—72. https://doi.org/10.23887/bisma.v6i1.43248

Chaiprasurt, C. (2019). Enhancing Students’ Motivation using Facebook and SMS with
Google Spreadsheets Support: A Comparative Study. International Journal of
Pedagogy and Teacher Education, 3(1), 19.
https://doi.org/10.20961/ijpte.v3i1.25370

Chan, C., & Holosko, M. J. (2020). Utilizing Youth Media Practice to Influence Change:
A Pretest—Posttest Study. Research on Social Work Practice, 30(1), 110-121.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1049731519837357

Christanti, R., & Sukoco, A. A. (2022). Freedom to learn—independent campus policy:
Do we really find our freedom? Journal of Education and Learning (EdulLearn),
16(2), 189-198. https://doi.org/10.11591/edulearn.v16i2.20477

Dornyei, Z., & Muir, C. (2019). Creating a Motivating Classroom Environment.
November, 1-18. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-58542-0_36-1

Education, E. (2023). The Role of the Teacher in Improving the Quality of Learning
Through the Teaching Freedom Platform. 1(1), 8-15.

Fadhil, M. (2020). Analisis Merdeka Belajar Ala Ketamansiswaan (Niteni, Nirokke,
Nambahi) Pada Proses Belajar Dan Mengajar Bahasa Ingris (K13) Di .... Seminar
Nasional Pendidikan, 216-226.

Ghory, S., & Ghafory, H. (2021). The impact of modern technology in the teaching and
learning process. International Journal of Innovative Research and Scientific
Studies, 4(3), 168-173. https://doi.org/10.53894/ijirss.v4i3.73

Gilbert, L. C., & Holmes, J. A. (1955). Reading: Psychology. Review of Educational
Research, 25(2), 77. https://doi.org/10.2307/1169211

Grade, F., & Stoller, F. (2002). For Teaching Reading Literacy Block Components and
Resources. 1-33.

Gurning, B., & Siregar, A. (2017). The Effect of Teaching Strategies and Curiosity on

78



JELITA: Journal of English LanguageTeaching and Literature

Students’ Achievement in Reading Comprehension. English Language Teaching,
10(11), 191. https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v10n11p191

Henriksen, D., Gretter, S., & Richardson, C. (2020). Design thinking and the practicing
teacher: addressing problems of practice in teacher education. Teaching Education,
31(2), 209-229. https://doi.org/10.1080/10476210.2018.1531841

Jaedun, A., Hariyanto, V. L., Nuryadin, & E.R. (2014). An Evaluation of the
Implementation of Curriculum 2013 At the Building Construction Department of
Vocational High Schoos in Yogyakarta. Journal of Education, 7(1), 14-22.

Kemdikbud-Ristekdikti. (2022). Buku Saku Platform Merdeka Mengajar. 1-12.

Kharismawan, B., Haryani, S., & Nuswowati, M. (2018). Application of a pbl-based
modules to increase critical thinking skills and independence learning. Journal of
Innovative Science Education, 7(1), 78-86.

Kim, H. (2020). The Efficacy of Zoom Technology as an Educational Tool for English
Reading Comprehension Achievement in EFL Classroom. International Journal of
Advanced Culture Technology, 8(3), 198-205.

Kusdemir, Y., & Bulut, P. (2018). The Relationship between Elementary School
Students’ Reading Comprehension and Reading Motivation. Journal of Education
and Training Studies, 6(12), 97. https://doi.org/10.11114/jets.v6i12.3595

Okkinga, M., van Steensel, R., van Gelderen, A. J. S., & Sleegers, P. J. C. (2018). Effects
of Reciprocal Teaching on Reading Comprehension of low-Achieving Adolescents.
The Importance of Specific Teacher Skills. Journal of Research in Reading, 41(1),
20-41.

Priyanti, N. W. I., Santosa, M. H., & Dewi, K. S. (2019). Effect of Quizizz Towards the
Eleventh-Grade English Students’ Reading Comprehension in Mobile Learning
Context. Language and Education Journal Undiksha, 2(2), 71-80.
https://doi.org/10.23887/leju.v2i2.20323

Rauf, W., Rajab, A., & Nashruddin, N. (2023). Exploring the Learning Design on
Learning Management System for Online Learning: A Case Study in Higher
Education. Jurnal lImiah Profesi Pendidikan, 8(1), 1-10.
https://doi.org/10.29303/jipp.v8i1.1075

Shintia, D., Arafat, Y., & Setiawan, A. A. (2021). The Influence of School Library
Utilization and Reading Interest on Student Achievement. Journal of Social Work
and Science Education, 2(2), 127-136.

Sofyan, D., Nadira, G., Gendis, D., & Puspita, H. (2020). Teachers’ Strategies in
Teaching Reading Comprehension Related papers Classroom Act ivit ies Based on
Mult iple Int elligence T heory in English Language Teaching. JALL (Journal of
Applied Linguistics and Literacy, 4(2), 67.

Sudarmo, S., Arifin, A., Jacob Pattiasina, P., Wirawan, V., & Aslan, A. (2021). The
Future of Instruction Media in Indonesian Education: Systematic Review. AL-
ISHLAH: Jurnal Pendidikan, 13(2), 1302-1311.
https://doi.org/10.35445/alishlah.v13i2.542

Vieira, A. (1986). Becoming a Teacher of Reading: Preservice Teachers Develop Their
Understanding of Teaching Reading.

Wardani, A. D., Gunawan, I., Kusumaningrum, D. E., Benty, D. D. N., Sumarsono, R.
B., Nurabadi, A., & Handayani, L. (2020). Student Learning Motivation: A
Conceptual Paper. 487(Ecpe), 275-278.
https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.201112.049

Wardani, B. G. P. (2022). Implementasi kebijakan kurikulum merdeka belajar dan

79



JELITA: Journal of English LanguageTeaching and Literature

kampus merdeka dalam perspektif teori konstruktivisme di universitas
muhammadiyah malang. ii+106 him.

Wu, Y., & Liu, S. (2019). Study on Application of Reading Skills in Critical Reading
Teaching. 1, 239-241. https://doi.org/10.35532/jsss.v1.049

Yu, A. W., Dohan, D., Luong, M. T., Zhao, R., Chen, K., Norouzi, M., & Le, Q. V.
(2018). QaNet: Combining local convolution with global self-attention for reading
comprehension. 6th International Conference on Learning Representations, ICLR
2018 - Conference Track Proceedings, 1, 1-16.

80



